Online Course Contract
To be successful in an online course, students must participate regularly throughout the semester. While an online course can be very convenient, students need to be sure they do not forget they are taking the course. This may seem silly, but when students do not have to show up for a class regularly on a particular day at a particular time, they can sometimes forget they have work to do.

In online classes, if students neglect their work, chances are they are not only hurting themselves but also hurting other members of the class. How can this be? We rely on one another to provide feedback and commentary on most all of the work we submit, and if we are late with our part of this deal, it can greatly affect other members of the class.  In fact, last semester, many class members emailed me in protest at being grouped or partnered with two students who repeatedly did not meet deadlines.
Therefore, all students must agree to: 

· Log on to the course 5 days per week*. This can be for collaboration on the discussion board or for a lengthier assignment or to check for course updates, but does not include time spent doing research or writing out of class assignments.
* you should expect to be online participating approximately 9 hours per week in summer classes

· Check email at least five days per week.

· Read assignments thoroughly and on time.  Seek clarification immediately as needed.

· Visit Bulletin Boards regularly (several times a week) 

· Check due dates and submit work on time 

· Post thought-provoking questions that initiate critical thinking 

· Post regular, on time responses to Bulletin Board with thoughtful commentary. “I totally agree with what you said!” is NOT thoughtful commentary.

· Participate faithfully in the peer editing process, providing a solid essay to partners to review and providing thoughtful feedback to them, all in a timely fashion 

· Email instructor or classmates with questions about the course

I understand that my failure to faithfully complete the above tasks can result in a lower grade or being dropped from this course. I am prepared to give this course my best effort.

Signature

